Vaccine Storage and Handling Toolkit

National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases

Selected Biologicals

DT: Diphtheria, Tetanus Toxoids—Pediatric
Td: Tetanus, Diphtheria Toxoids—Adult

Shipping Requirements
Should be shipped in insulated container.
Maintain temperature at 35° to 46°F

(2° to 8°C). Do not freeze or expose to
freezing temperatures.

Condition upon Arrival
Should not have been frozen or exposed to
freezing temperatures. Refrigerate

upon arrival.

Storage Requirements
Refrigerate immediately upon arrival. Store at
35° to 46°F (2° to 8°C). Do not freeze or
expose to freezing temperatures.

Shelf Life

Check expiration date on vial or manufacturer-
filled syringe.

Instructions for Use

Inspect visually for extraneous particulate
matter and/or discoloration. If these conditions
exist, the vaccine should not be used. Shake
vial or manufacturer-filled syringe well before
use. Discard vaccine if it cannot be
resuspended with thorough agitation.

Shelf Life After Opening

Single-Dose Vials: The vaccine should be
administered shortly after withdrawal from
the vial.

Multidose Vials: Withdraw single dose of
vaccine into separate sterile needle and
syringe for each immunization. The vaccine
should be administered shortly after
withdrawal from the vial. Unused portions
of multidose vials may be refrigerated at
35° — 46°F (2° — 8°C) and used until
expired, if not contaminated or unless
otherwise stated in the manufacturer's
product information.

Manufacturer-Filled Syringes: The
vaccine should be administered shortly
after the needle is attached to the syringe.

Special Instructions

Rotate stock so that the earliest dated
material is used first.

Note: All vaccine materials should be disposed of
using medical waste disposal procedures. Contact
the state health department for details.
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DTaP: Diphtheria Toxoid, Tetanus Toxoid, Acellular

Pertussis Vaccine—Pediatric

DTaP/Hib: Diphtheria Toxoid, Tetanus Toxoid,
Acellular Pertussis Vaccine Combined with Haemophilus
influenzae type b Conjugate Vaccine*—Pediatric

DTaP/HepB/IPV: Diphtheria Toxoid, Tetanus Toxoid,
Acellular Pertussis Vaccine, Hepatitis B Vaccine,
Inactivated Polio Vaccine—Pediatric

Tdap: Tetanus Toxoid, Diphtheria Toxoid, Acellular

Pertussis Vaccine—Adult

Shipping Requirements
Should be shipped in insulated container.
Maintain temperature at 35° to 46°F

(2° to 8°C). Do not freeze or expose to
freezing temperatures.

Condition upon Arrival
Should not have been frozen or exposed to
freezing temperatures. Refrigerate upon
arrival.

If you have questions about the condition of
the material at the time of delivery, you should
1) immediately place material in
recommended storage; and 2) then follow
your state health department immunization
program policy and contact either the
Manufacturer's Quality Control office or the
immunization program for guidance.

Storage Requirements
Refrigerate immediately upon arrival. Store at
35° to 46°F (2° to 8°C). Do not freeze or
expose to freezing temperatures.

Shelf Life

Check expiration date on vial, container, or
manufacturer-filled syringe.

Instructions for

Reconstitution* or Use
Shake well before withdrawal and use. Do
not use if resuspension does not occur with
vigorous shaking.

Shelf Life After
Reconstitution* or
Opening

Single-Dose Vials: The vaccine should be
administered shortly after withdrawal from
the vial.

Manufacturer-Filled Syringes: The
vaccine should be administered shortly
after the needle is attached to the syringe.

Special Instructions
Rotate stock so that the earliest dated
material is used first.

Note: All vaccine materials should be disposed of
using medical waste disposal procedures. Contact
the state health department for details.

* DTaP/Hib (TriHIBit®) is ActHIB® (sanofi pasteur) reconstituted with Tripedia® (sanofi pasteur). Once
reconstituted, this combination vaccine must be used within 30 minutes or discarded. The only DTaP vaccine
that can be used to reconstitute ActHIB® is Tripedia®. No other brand of DTaP is approved for this use.
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